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Burden of cancer in Malawi
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 Malawi has 2 PBCR

 Blantyre PBCR  
 Blantyre at QECH (1,2million) 

 Initiated in 1989 and Fully operational in 1993

 Lilongwe PBCR
 Lilongwe at KCH (cancer centre) 2,5million

 Initiated in 2018

 Not registered with AFCRN and IARC

 Does not contribute to AFCRN database
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Data usage

 How we utilise cancer data
 Response to high cervical cancer burden
 Cervical cancer SOPs developed

 HPV vaccination programme in 2019 (Expanded)
 Scaled up cervical cancer screening

 Feasibility of HPV DNA testing
 National cancer centre for treatment

 Establishment of overarching cancer program
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Challenges 

 Data is not collected comprehensively
 Under-reporting 

 Cancer centre should have a  PBCR
 Pathologist, Oncologist, Registrar, 3 clerks

 No permanent staff

 No linkage of cancer programmes/studies with the country’s cancer 
database
 Disjointed  data collection tools
 No functional national cancer registry kept by the MOH/NCD
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Challenges

 No electronic data collection tools (only histopathology reports are 
electronic)

 No financial/technical support for data collection in the secondary health 
facilities
 No annual report 
 Cervical cancer screening programme produces yearly reports
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Achievements/ opportunities

 Establishment of new PBCR in Lilongwe
 Set-up of core team to enhance its growth

 Establishment of overarching cancer program
 Construction of new cancer center
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Recommendations 

 Harmonized data reporting systems for all cancer registries
 Establishment of central data repository (work in progress)
 Ministry of Health (National data custodian)

 Ensure consistent data reporting
 Easy access to public data
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Recommendations 

 Expedited harmonization of all cancer registries

 Development of national steering committee for PBCR
 Regular review meetings
 Monitor data reporting

 Discuss challenges & solutions

 Promote unity among members

 Motivate policy makers on more financial support to PBCR
 Partners 
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