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Research

Support research that (a) addresses key scientific issues 
in global cancer control (b) leverages unique scientific 
opportunities afforded by global collaboration.

Research training

Support cancer research training that enables equitable, 
impactful global scientific collaboration.

Dissemination

Promote the integration of current scientific knowledge 
into global cancer control policies and practice.

Partnerships

Represent the NCI and promote its engagement with 
key partners in global cancer research and control.

Accelerate technology development 
for global cancer control.

Accelerate global cancer 
implementation science. 

Understand and address global 
cancer health disparities.

Increase support for cancer clinical 
trials in LMICs. 

Increase understanding of cancer 
etiology and biology through global 

collaboration. 

Research themes

US NCI mission

Lead, conduct, and support cancer research across the 
nation to advance scientific knowledge and help all 
people live longer, healthier lives.

Center for Global Health mission

Support the NCI mission by advancing global cancer 
research, and by coordinating NCI engagement in 
global cancer control.

Center for Global Health  vision

Reduced worldwide cancer suffering through global 
scientific discovery and dissemination.

CGH core values

Impact, equity, collaboration

Role of NCI as a funder of research to inform global cancer 
control priorities

Center for Global Health Goals
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Evidence-based practice

Global Learning 
Health System

RESEARCH

PRACTICE

Practice-based evidence

Role of NCI as a funder of research to inform global cancer control priorities



4

Cancer research 
informs 
development of 
quality, 
accessible, and 
relevant cancer 
control.

Data are needed 
on burden of 
disease at a 
local level to 
inform the 
health system's 
needs.

The National 
Cancer Control 
Plan sets cancer 
prevention, 
control and 
research 
priorities based 
on contextual 
needs.

NCCP priorities 
guide system 
strengthening, 
research 
capacity 
building, and 
M&E.

Why research is an important component of cancer control: 

Cancer research should benefit people everywhere

Research takes many forms:
• Basic
• Clinical
• Population-based
• Translational

Robust population-based 
cancer registry guides what 
goes into and how to 
evaluate an NCCP

Components needed include:
• Technical/Infrastructure
• Human resource
• Financial

M&E of the NCCP is a form 
of research and informs 
whether implemented 
cancer control strategies 
are benefiting patients
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Findings from: Integration of Research Priorities in Low and Middle-Income 

Countries: A Qualitative Analysis of National Cancer Control Plans

• 12 LMIC Cancer Plans 
reviewed (met criteria)

• Two overarching themes 
identified:
• Establishing a 

research agenda

• Building research 
capacity

• Focal areas highlighted in 
the figure

Irene Prabhu Das, Lisa Stevens, Catherine Muha, Sudha Sivaram, Brenda Kostelecky, Integration of Research Priorities in Low and 
Middle-Income Countries: A Qualitative Analysis of National Cancer Control Plans,
Journal of Cancer Policy, Volume 202019, 100190, ISSN 2213-5383, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jcpo.2019.100190.
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Establishing a research agenda: Research tied to each goal in the 
NCCP

United States (2023 National Cancer Plan) Goal 1 Prevent Cancer All people and 
society adopt proven strategies that reduce the risk of cancer.

Source: https://nationalcancerplan.cancer.gov/national-cancer-plan.pdf
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Establishing a research agenda: Research to inform policy and 
practice in the NCCP

Kenya (2023-2027 National Cancer Control Strategy) Pillar 5: Strategic Information, 
Registration, Surveillance and Research

Source: https://www.iccp-
portal.org/system/files/plans/NATIONAL%20CANCER%20CONTROL%20STRATEG
Y%202023-2027_compressed.pdf

https://www.iccp-portal.org/system/files/plans/NATIONAL%20CANCER%20CONTROL%20STRATEGY%202023-2027_compressed.pdf
https://www.iccp-portal.org/system/files/plans/NATIONAL%20CANCER%20CONTROL%20STRATEGY%202023-2027_compressed.pdf
https://www.iccp-portal.org/system/files/plans/NATIONAL%20CANCER%20CONTROL%20STRATEGY%202023-2027_compressed.pdf
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Building research capacity: Research funding plan highlighted in the 
NCCP

Nigeria (2018-2022 National Cancer Control Plan) Goal 6: To conduct and support 
integrated programs that provides high quality cancer data for dissemination, 
research and planning

Source: https://www.iccp-
portal.org/system/files/plans/NCCP_Final%20[1].pdf

https://www.iccp-portal.org/system/files/plans/NCCP_Final%20%5b1%5d.pdf
https://www.iccp-portal.org/system/files/plans/NCCP_Final%20%5b1%5d.pdf
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Building research capacity: Ensuring M&E of the NCCP

Malawi (2019-2029 National Cancer Control Strategic Plan) Thematic Area 6: Cancer 
Control Research, Monitoring and Evaluation

Source: https://www.iccp-
portal.org/system/files/plans/MALAWI%20NATIONAL%20CANCER%20C
ONTROL%20STRATEGIC%20PLAN-%202019-2029.pdf

https://www.iccp-portal.org/system/files/plans/MALAWI%20NATIONAL%20CANCER%20CONTROL%20STRATEGIC%20PLAN-%202019-2029.pdf
https://www.iccp-portal.org/system/files/plans/MALAWI%20NATIONAL%20CANCER%20CONTROL%20STRATEGIC%20PLAN-%202019-2029.pdf
https://www.iccp-portal.org/system/files/plans/MALAWI%20NATIONAL%20CANCER%20CONTROL%20STRATEGIC%20PLAN-%202019-2029.pdf


10

ICCP ECHO 2022-23 Cohort – NCCP research priorities

▪ From the 2018 Global Review of NCCPs: Cancer research was mentioned in 86 (56%) 
of 153 countries, but only nine (6%) had specific national strategies and priorities1

▪ 3 of 6 ICCP ECHO countries have research pillars in the NCCP. Table shows the main 
themes.

Research Focus Area Eswatini Sri Lanka Uganda

Priority setting X X X

Capacity strengthening X X

Funding X X

Collaboration building X X X

Conducting and disseminating research X X

1Romero Y, Trapani D, Johnson S, Tittenbrun Z, Given L, Hohman K, Stevens L, Torode JS, Boniol M, Ilbawi 
AM. National cancer control plans: a global analysis. Lancet Oncol. 2018 Oct;19(10):e546-e555. doi: 
10.1016/S1470-2045(18)30681-8. Epub 2018 Sep 26. PMID: 30268693.
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Closing/Recap

• Why include research in the NCCP
• Understand the local burden of disease
• Address contextually relevant needs across the cancer continuum
• Measure cost, accessibility, and impact of cancer control measures

• Key research components to include in the NCCP
• Establishing the research agenda
• Building research capacity (including cancer surveillance)
• Developing research collaborations/partnerships
• Ensuring dissemination and implementation of findings



www.cancer.gov                 www.cancer.gov/espanol
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